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ñA large number of children at a 

small risk for school failure may 

generate a much greater burden 

of suffering than a small number 

of children with a high riskò

(Based on Rose 1992, Offord et al. 1998)



What is the EDI?

ÅThe Early Development Instrument (EDI) is a  
community measure of young childrenôs development.

ÅThe EDI Checklist consists of around 100 questions 
completed by the childôs teacher based on their 
knowledge of the child

Å It is designed for use with whole populations of children 
(based on geographical or administrative boundaries)

Å The checklist was originally designed in Canada to 
measure child development between 4 and 6 years of 
age.



What is the EDI

ÅThe EDI measures 5 developmental domains:

ïPhysical health and well-being

ïSocial competence

ïEmotional maturity

ïLanguage and cognitive development. 

ïCommunication skills and general knowledge.

The EDI is a measure of how well the community has 
raised their children before school. It is an index of the 
outcomes of early child development and of childrenôs 
ability to take advantage of the learning environments 
offered to them by schooling 



Why a community or population 

approach?

ÅIt is important to understand and think about the social 
and environmental influences on child development

ÅMoving the focus of effort from the individual to the 
community can make a bigger difference

ÅAllowing communities the opportunity to ñshift the 
curveò of a whole population and therefore improve 
outcomes for many children
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Uses of the EDI 
Å To report on the early childhood development outcomes 

for whole of populations of children, small geographic 
areas and special populations

Å To measure progress over time in improving early 
childhood development outcomes

Å To facilitate community mobilisation around early 
childhood development through the AEDI implementation 
process and results

Å To enable schools and teachers to look back at the 
development of children before entering school and look 
forwardto childrenôs needs once at school

Å To make state and territory, national and international 
comparisons



How the AEDI findings are used

Å Stimulate discussions about early child development 
among teachers, parents, schools, community groups, 
and policymakers

Å Identify communities and neighborhoods where 
children may be at risk developmentally

Å Plan and evaluate ECD initiatives

Å Document the effect, efficacy, and cost-effectiveness 
of ECD programs.

Å Leverage better-informed ECD policies

Å Match programs with investment opportunities.
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Case Studies:

Australia

Indonesia

Canada

Jamaica

Mozambique

Kosovo



Australia


